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Purpose

The spirit of these rules is one of sportsmanship and clean play, wherein the fish enjoy an equal or greater advantage than the angler.

1. LINE CLASSES

There shall be three different classes based upon the breaking strain of the line. These classes will only qualify for record purposes and not for competitions, where the team can adapt their tackle to the conditions.

a. CLASS “A” (LIGHT)

The breaking strain of the line, braided line or tippet may not exceed 3kg. An additional shock leader, not longer than 30cm, of any material or breaking strain may be attached to the lure or fly. In the event of fly-fishing the trace must be at least 2m long and may not contain any metallic material. At its thinnest point it must have a leader of 30cm long with a maximum breaking strain of 3kg.

b. CLASS “B” (MEDUIM)

The same provisions apply here as in Class “A” except that the breaking strain of the line braided line or trace shall not be less than 3kg and not exceed 6kg.

c. CLASS “C” (HEAVY)

The same provisions apply here as in the previous cases except that the line, braided line or trace shall have a breaking strain of not less than 6kg.

2. ANGLING EQUIPMENT

a. Rods:
i. No member may fish with more than two (2) rods simultaneously.
ii. The angler must be in physical contact with the rod/s at all times and must actively fish. 
iii. No dead-sticking is allowed.  
iv. The only exception is where an angler actively trawls a lure in a rod holder/s.

b. Lures:
i. Only artificial lures may be used. 
ii. Natural bait may not be used under any circumstances during any competition to attract or lure fish to be caught on artificial lure. 
iii. Colorants are permissible; flavourings may not be used on the artificial lures. 
iv. Treated pork rind, available in the commerce as Artlure may be used in place of or as a plastic worm, but for no other purpose. 

v. Any member who fishes with anything other than artificial lures during a competition shall be disqualified and shall subject him/herself to suspension.
vi. Only one lure may be used per line, except in trout waters where one or more non rotating flies may be used.

c. Line:
i. Any type of fly-, monofilament or braided line may be used. 
ii. The use of metal tippets and classification in classes for competition and record purposes is set out in 1.

d. Gaff:
i. A gaff is not permissible except:
· Where the condition of the water does not allow netting, (ex. Trees, structure, crocodiles etc.)
· A gaff not exceeding 2,5m in total length may then use to land a fish. 
· Only a single barb less hook is permitted on a gaff.

3. GENERAL ANGLING RULES

a. The angler must him or herself rigs his/her rod, tie the lure and set the drag.

b. The angler must him or herself cast his/her lure, hook the fish and play it to the bank, boat.

c. The other person on the boat may net the fish without fiscally touching the fish.

d. The Angler himself will unhook the fish, measure it and put it in the livewell.

e. The Angler will do his/her own culling of fish.

f. The fish must be hooked in the mouth, or in front of the eyes.

g. Fish hooked in any other part of the body or head cannot be considered for record or competition purposes, and should be released immediately.

h. The following possibilities can disqualify a catch:

i. Failure to comply with equipment specifications as set out in “3” above
ii. The assistance of other persons whether when casting, adjusting the reel brake during the playing of the fish or the touching of any portion of the equipment with the exception of the handling of the line at the time of netting the fish.
iii. Injuries to or sickness symptoms on the fish which prejudice its ability to fight.
iv. Failure to comply with the General Rules

i. The Records Officers decision is final



4. IMPLEMENTATION/APPROVAL DATE 

11 October 2014.
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